

Coconut dispersal

Aim

To research information on the dispersal patterns of coconuts.
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It is important for seeds to disperse away from the parent plant. This is to avoid competing with the parent plant for light, water and minerals. It is also important for plants to able to colonise new habitats. Coconuts have taken this to extremes. They disperse by floating in the sea and being carried by the prevailing winds. They can travel hundreds of miles before being washed onto the shore. Sometimes coconuts are washed up onto British shores. Have these coconuts fallen from wild coconut trees or have they been won at a coconut shy on a pier and thrown into the sea?

Activity

The aim of the task is to research coconut dispersal. Find out where coconuts grow naturally. Use an atlas to find out about the prevailing winds and sea currents. From this information deduce where coconuts may be dispersed from and to.

You can write up your findings as a scientific report or you could produce a piece of creative writing to describe the journey of a coconut. Use your imagination to impress your teacher!

Neil Sanderson
1

