Level assessed tasks.

Why use level assessed tasks

Formative assessment and assessment for learning are approaches that are widely and successfully used in teaching. They enable students to understand where they are now, what they are aiming for and how they get there. 

The formative assessment used in these activities is tied into National Curriculum levels 3 to 8. They are differentiated for level 3-5 or 5-8 students. Level 5-8 tasks are also designed for use with gifted and talented students. 

Students work their way from one National Curriculum level to the next. They do this using a target table which contains targets or learning outcomes that are clearly levelled. This gives the students a strong sense of purpose and direction in the lesson. This allows them to develop the motivation to improve. 

The tasks the students undertake as part of the level assessed tasks are engaging activities that are open ended. These encourage the development of literacy and independent learning styles. Students also develop an understanding of misconceptions in a way that allows them to develop their scientific knowledge. Teachers can use the tasks to audit whole class, small group or individual misconceptions and develop intervention strategies for dealing with these.

As a final point, it is worth stating that formative assessment and assessment for learning are prerequisites for gaining OFSTED lesson judgements that are better than satisfactory. These tasks can help teachers to develop their practise by adapting these ideas in other lessons.
How to use level assessed tasks

Students need to have an understanding of the subject area on which the task is based. Tasks are, therefore, best carried out after the scientific knowledge has been taught.

Each level assessed task is centred on a worksheet which explains the task. A target table explains to the student what they need to do to gain a particular National Curriculum level. It is suggested that two 50-60 minute lessons are needed to complete the task. The first lesson is to complete the task. As the students work through the task they look at the target table and self assess how they can improve. If they are confident they have reached a level it is suggested that they tick off the levels on the target table. The second lesson give the students opportunities to peer assess their work and make improvements. Suggested lesson plans are given below, although teachers will inevitably adapt these.

If students are not used to open ended activities, it may be that they will initially need closer guidance. Teachers can break down the activities into smaller episodes within a lesson so that students need only think about one small part of the activity at any one time. This may particularly be appropriate for lower ability students.

An important part of the activity is peer assessment. Make sure that the students work with others they trust and can negotiate with. Peer assessors can use red or green pens. This means the comments stand out so the student can understand what they need to do next. It also makes the point that you, as the teacher, trust the students to do an important activity within the lesson.

Students can use secondary sources of information. They can use text books, the internet, videos and probably most importantly their own exercise books. However, it is important not to overwhelm students with too many sources. Better to give them fewer sources that are more focussed in terms of scientific information.

Some of these activities involve the students producing posters. Please ensure that the students do not spend significant amounts of time drawing and colouring in the title! For some individuals it may be appropriate to give an outline drawing which the students can add further information to.

The target sheet has been produced with levelled targets. It is important not to get too worried about whether the levels are accurate. The students just need a sense that they are progressing in terms of their scientific knowledge. If you need to change the target levels then do. Just make sure that there is a range of levelled targets so students get a chance to make progress in the lesson.

Here are some detailed lesson plans for lessons one hour long. In brackets are timings for lessons 50 minutes long. As emphasised above, it is expected that teachers will adapt these lesson plans or produce their own.

Level assessed task: lesson 1

Outcomes

I have carried out the level assessed task

I have assessed my work using the target sheet

I have produced targets for improvement for next lesson

Equipment needed

Class set of red pens

Class set of work sheets

Starter                10 minutes (8 minutes) 

Students write down two useful pieces of information about the topic. The higher ability students in the group write down any misconceptions they can think of that relate to the topic. The information and misconceptions are shared so that the group has familiarised itself with the topic.

Main                          40 minutes (34 minutes)
Sheets given out. Teacher explains what the task is. Students attempt task.

After 10 (8) minutes, the class is stopped and asked to quickly look at the level ladder to assess where they are. This emphasises the fact that they are using the target table to help them to gain a higher level. The targets they have met can be ticked off on the target sheet.

Students continue with task.

After another 10 (8) minutes, another source of information (e.g. a sheet or a text book) can be handed out.

Plenary




10 minutes (8 minutes)
Students swap work and peer assess the work using red pens. They write down two targets for improvement for their peer using the target sheet. 

Homework

Take work home to improve and research some of the targets

Level assessed task: lesson 2

Outcomes

I have carried out the level assessed task

I have assessed my work using the target sheet

I have peer assessed another student’s work

I have produced targets for improvement 

Equipment needed

Class set of red pens

Class set of work sheets

Starter           





10 minutes (8 minutes)
0 – 10 minutes.  Students use peer assessed targets from last lesson and their own ideas to generate targets for today’s lesson. Each student needs to write at least two of these down or highlight them on the target sheet.
Main  






40 minutes (34 minutes) 
10 – 20 minutes (8 – 16 minutes). Students use their targets to improve their work.

20 – 30 minutes (16 – 24 minutes). The class is stopped and brought around the front of the room. Examples of work are shown and estimates of progress made. A scanner or a video camera linked too a data projector or interactive white board can be used to show work to the class. Give the class a warning that in ten minutes they will finally assess their work. 

30 – 50 minutes (24 – 40 minutes). The activities are peer assessed using red/green pens. The teacher circulates and marks the work in collaboration with the students.

Plenary





10 minutes
50 – 60 minutes (40 – 50 minutes). Students find their next targets for improvement and write these down in the future tense ‘To gain a level * I will need to….’. These targets will be referred to later in the topic or just before the end of topic test.

