B1a.4b

Drug dealing


  H  
Cut out the cards on sheet 2. With a partner play the ‘Drug dealing’ game. The winner is the one left with no cards. They are drug free!
Transfer the data from the cards into a table.
Add up the scores in the columns and write it as a total in the last column

List the drugs in order of their total from highest to lowest.
1   Which drug is most dangerous? Explain your choice.
2   The government classifies drugs as A, B and C, with A being the most dangerous. How does the list fit in with the government’s classification of drugs?
3   Why are heroin and cocaine described as ‘hard’ drugs and cannabis as a ‘soft’ drug?
The cards show the effects of a number of drugs compared with each other, with a score of 1 being the lowest and a score of 6 being the greatest. The chart below gives the approximate number of deaths caused by four of these drugs in 2002.
Drug
Deaths in 2002 (approximate)
Nicotine (tobacco)
114 600
Alcohol
6580
Heroin
200
Cocaine
30
4   a   How many times more deaths have there been from tobacco compared to heroin?
b  How many times more deaths have there been from alcohol compared to heroin?
c
Why is the death rate linked to nicotine and alcohol higher than that of heroin and cocaine?
d  Is the comparison a fair test? Explain why or why not.
e   How could you make the test fairer?
5  a   If somebody’s death is alcohol related, what does this mean?
b  List some ways in which death might be alcohol related.
c
Why are the numbers of deaths in the table only approximate?
6   How dangerous does cannabis appear to be when compared with other drugs?
7   When smoked, cannabis is often mixed with tobacco. Cannabis also contains many of the chemicals found in tobacco. How will that affect the health of the cannabis user?
8   Why are the effects of long-term cannabis use only just being noticed?
Cannabis is described as a gateway drug because it is thought that people who use it will go on to take harder drugs like heroin and cocaine. Research has shown that most users of class A drugs have used cannabis. They also found that most cannabis users do not go on to use other hard drugs regularly.
9   Why is cannabis thought to be a gateway drug?
10   What evidence suggests that this is not true?
11   Suggest how you might carry out further research to find out the truth.
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Drug dealing (continued)


  H  
Drug
Nicotine
Dependence
6
Withdrawal
4
Tolerance
5
Inability to
think clearly
2
Death rate
6
Classification
Legal


Drug
Heroin
Dependence
5
Withdrawal
5
Tolerance
6
Inability to
think clearly
5
Death rate
4
Classification
A


Drug
Cocaine
Dependence
4
Withdrawal
3
Tolerance
3
Inability to
think clearly
4
Death rate
3
Classification
A
Drug
Alcohol
Dependence
3
Withdrawal
6
Tolerance
4
Inability to
think clearly
6
Death rate
5
Classification
Legal


Drug
Caffeine
Dependence
2
Withdrawal
2
Tolerance
2
Inability to
think clearly
1
Death rate
1
Classification
Legal


Drug
Cannabis
Dependence
1
Withdrawal
1
Tolerance
1
Inability to
think clearly
3
Death rate
2
Classification
C
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