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Millennium Development Goals


  H  
At the end of the 20th century the United Nations (UN) decided that by the year 2015 they would meet eight Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). Some of these goals are outlined below.
· Goal number 4: reduce the number of children dying by two-thirds.
· Goal number 6: reduce the number of people getting malaria and other major diseases.
· Goal number 7: halve the number of people without safe drinking water and basic sanitation.
1.1 billion people did not have access to safe drinking water in
2002. Their water contained many types of pathogens including bacteria that cause dysentery.
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2.6 billion people did not have proper sanitation in 2002. They had no where to wash themselves or their clothes, and no proper toilet facilities.



1.8 million people die every year from diarrhoeal diseases caused by bacteria (including cholera) because they drink water that is polluted by washing and going to the toilet.
Malaria is caused by a parasite carried by mosquitoes. Mosquitoes breed in water. 1.3 million people die of malaria every year.


30 million children are affected by measles every year, with over
900  000 children dying from the disease.


500 million people are at risk from a virus called trachoma which causes blindness. Not washing your face allows the virus to attack.
To help meet these Millennium Development Goals we can use our knowledge of medicine.
1   Name five diseases targeted in the Millennium Development Goals.
2   Which ones are caused by:
a   bacteria
b  viruses
c
other pathogens?

3   What type of medicines can be used to reduce infection caused by bacteria?
4   Why are these medicines not used to treat viruses?
5   Vaccination would help to prevent all these diseases. Choose one of the diseases targeted by the
MDGs and explain how vaccination would work to reduce the disease.
6   List the conditions which help these diseases to spread.
7   How would improving sanitation and getting clean drinking water help to prevent these diseases?
8   List six things that could be done that would help the UN to meet the three MDGs.
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