I have a model of AFL that I am using in science that appears (to me!) to be fairly successful.

The model was initially stolen from KS3 Exploring Science (published by Longman), but has been adapted to incorporate AFL. I like it because the paperwork is minimal and the time spent by both the teacher and the pupils is very focussed on how the pupils will improve and move from one level or grade to the next.

Here is a target sheet:

Unit 8L Target Sheet.           Target grade _____. Final grade____.

Name ____________________. Class ______________________.
Lesson
Targets
Level
Before the unit
I have learned this
I have revised this

8L.a
Know that sounds are caused by vibrations


4





Know how vibrations change the volume and note


5





Know how changes in volume and pitch affect the shape of a wave


6




8L.b
Know how sound travels


4





Explain how sound travels through a medium 


5





Use the particle model to explain how sound travels through materials and why sound cannot travel through a vacuum
6




8L.c
Identify a range of sources of vibrations. 


4





Explain how musical instruments can make changes in volume and pitch


5





Be able to relate pitch to frequency of sounds and loudness to amplitude 


6




8L.d
Be able to identify the parts of an ear on a model or diagram.


4





Be able to explain how the ear works


5





Be able to describe how vibrations in the air are transmitted and translated into electrical signals which pass to the brain
6




8L.e
Know that loud sounds can damage hearing


4





Be able to describe how hearing can be impaired and report on a loudness enquiry.


5





Be able use the model ear to explain and discuss possible causes of hearing impairment.


6




8L.f
Be able to describe what noise pollution is


4





Explain how noise pollution can be reduced.


5





Be able to present a reasoned argument about a current issue related to sound and hearing.


6




8L.g
Be able to describe what noise pollution is


4





Explain how noise pollution can be reduced.


5





Be able to present a reasoned argument about a current issue related to sound and hearing.
6




To improve I should:

This target sheet, is given to the pupils at the start of the topic and stuck in their exercise books. The target sheet gives levelled outcomes for each lesson in the first column. These match the levelled outcomes that appear on the board each lesson. The pupils assess whether they know the outcomes for each lesson before it is taught and tick/cross boxes in the first column. Those outcomes that are not yet understood become next steps for improvement for each lesson.

As the class goes through the topic, the pupils tick off the outcomes they have learned in the second column. This takes no time and in fact they soon get onto the habit of doing this automatically each lesson. Finally, before the topic test they have a third column used to double check they have learned everything in the topic.

To make an assessment of progress one can use the range of methods: self, peer and group assessment, questioning techniques or on line tests.

This model gives pupils a clear idea of what they have achieved in a lesson and what they need to do next to improve. The pupil target sheets can also be used by the teacher to see which topics need to be revisited by the whole class, part of the class or an individual. In this way lessons can easily be differentiated.

This has been introduced to our geography department very successfully. I would appreciate any ideas you have on this model, or AFL generally, to help me move forward. If you would like help in departments to implement AFL using the above model in any way then I would be more than happy to help as part of my AST role.


